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October l-9, l976

MEMO TO FTLE:

Re: United States Steel Corp.
Desert Mound and
Mountain Lion Iron Pits
Sec. 2, 19, 30, T. 36 S., R. 13 W.
Iron County, Utah

ACT_O21-003

Ron Daniels and Brlan Buck inspected this open pit iron mlning
operation in the Tr"on Springs Mlnirg District northwest of Cedar City
on october r\, 1976. Ttrey were met at the Desert Mormd office by
Itrb. John Quirn:l of the u.s. steel Iander wyonrlng office, tft'. Edward
Hahne and Mr. Norman Heaton of the Desert Mound office.

The mlnes in this district are developed in replacement magnetlte
and hematite deposlts which are found in the Homestake Ljmestone Member
of the Jurassic Carmel Fornration. This ryfnlng district contains many
mines and has a history dating back to 1849. The Desert Mound area
was first worked in \925 and the u.s. steel pit was opened in 1943
to supply the Geneva Steel M111. This pit was abandoned in 1972 althoueh
the support facllities are still- used ln co4jr.rnction with the Mormtaln
Lion Pit which is located on fron Mountain 7 miles to the southwest.
The Mountaj-n Li-on Pit, dr..rnps, and Desert Mound support facilities are
the existing operation covered under the Act.

The Mountain Lion Pit is cumently marglnally active and u.s.
Steel is planning on openlng another pit just northeast of the existing
one. fhe Divisi-onrs concerns with the companyrs reclamation plan on
this total operation were:

1. u.s. steel declared no past or future l-and use for the pit
and dunp areas.

2. No measure would be used to decrease the lazard, posed by the
steep pit walls other tLran erecting a wire fence.

3. The plan::ed revegetation program was to, ttlet nature take
i.ts course in this rocky, remote, arid area.il

4. There was no soil in the area to be disturbed by new activity,
perhaps this was a reason for no reclamation.

TIre field lnspection shed some light on the above concern in the
following manner:

1. The area to be dlsturbed dld have a residua] soil veneer
of varylng thiclcress which supported a cormn:nlty of junlper,
pinyon pine, and assorted brush speci-es.
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This does have a present wildllfe habltat use as evi-
by flesh deer slgn. Ttre area iranediately northeast
site ls used to graze eattle.

When ure is allowed to revegetate the distr.rbed areas',
thistle, halogeten, and rabbltbrush, 1n that order,
dominant species. trr contrast, Utah International
rked on a conprehensive and successful revegetatlon
on the 1ow ground to the northeast of Iron Mountain.

This has developed a cover of intermedlate and crested
along wlth rabbitbrush which has minjmlzed the

of the thistle and halogeten.

of mlnjrnizlng the tazard of the near vertlcle plt
proposed constructlng 5t to 6t high piles of rock

the pit perimeters lrr addltion to a w-ire fence where
should be satisfactory lf the pile or trj_ckr

such a renner 4s to be pernranent and relatively
vehlcles.

egetatlon observed ln the area was alkalal sacaton.
galleta grass, rabbitbrush, cheatgrass, vari_ous ani:uals,

, bltterbrush, cllffbose, and Utahr senrlceberrXr.
'jt-
,

w111 be suggestlng a revegetation test plot progran
develope a vlabldreclarnation plan whj_ch will provlde
the dump and supporb facilities areas.

DrvrsIoN 0F oIL, cAs, AND MINING

Brian w. Buck 2€W?
Engineering Geologlst


